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Hygienic Cereal Coffee 
A Delicious, Healthful and Economical Table Drink 


Used and endorsed for the past fifteen years by 
Academies, Orphan Asylums, Homes for the Aged, 
Hospitals, Sanatariums, Convents and the Clergy. 
Costs about one fourth the price of coffee. Shipped 
anywhere, Freicut Parp, subject to approval. 

Is free from the injurious effects of Tea and Coffee 


Send for price list and ten days free trial-order. 


Hygienic Cereal Co. Dansville, N. Y. 
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Armstrong Springs 
The Famous Health Resort at the Foot of the Ozarks 


The water is strongly recommended by physicians and 
REMARKABLE RESULTS have been obtained by it in the 
treatment of Bright’s Disease, Diabetes, Dropsy, Nervous Troub- 


les, etc. 
For particulars address: 


Rev. Fintan Kraemer, O. S.B. 
Railway Station: Crosby, Ark. Quinton P. O., Ark. 














AGONY OF OUR LORD 

















Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A periodical devoted to the honor of the most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Issued eight times a year. Subscription 50 cents. 














Vol. 7 March, 1912 No. 8 








Let Frequent and Daily Communion be Granted to 
Children and Young People. 





VERY zealous Catholic, and still more every priest charged 
with the care of souls should consider it a sacred duty, a 
matter of conscience, to labor for the interests of Christ 

; and the extension of His kingdom. Priests and parents 
ought to apply themselves with all earnestness to the carrying out 
of the Holy Father’s wish in his decrees regarding frequent Com- 
munion. For, what interests could be dearer to the Heart of Jesus, 
than precisely those which concern the frequent and daily Commun- 
ion of children and young people. If childhood and youth belong 
to Christ,—only then will He triumph; and youth belongs then 
in particular to Christ, if it presents itself frequently, or better still, 
daily at the altar-rail. 

The Holy Father is inspired by the Holy Ghost and knows 
what is needed for the young. Let us, therefore, grant them daily 

Communion. If this is not done, the consequences will be more 
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fatal than we imagine. Without frequent Communion, youthful 
souls are lost in great numbers. It may truly be asserted that 
without frequent Communion, children, as a rule, cannot resist 
the sensual passions, especially secret sins. Frequent Commun- 
ion is the means for upholding in the soul the sixth commandment; 
on the other hand, it is the sins against this commandment which 
prove the greatest obstacles to frequent Communion, especially 
among the young. Like a deluge, this ‘‘mystery of wickedness,”’ 
this secret sin carries youthful souls to destruction ; like a pesti- 
lence it affects even young children and makes them helpless 
slaves of Satan; like a curse it rests upon the present generation. 


The World Speaks of Liberty. 


The world speaks of liberty and independence, yet never has 
the slavery of the passions, the sins against the sixth command- 
ment, been so prevalent as at the present day. The world advo- 
cates enlightenment of youth in this regard; thus likewise did the 
serpent in paradise speak of enlightenment to our first parents. 
This enlightenment will systematically and consequently lead our 
rising generation altogether into the mire of sin, for, of what 
benefit is the enlightenment of the mind, if the heart is corrupted 
and the will has become weak and powerless to resist what is evil. 
By enlightenment, this sin becomes a matter of more conscious 
guilt, it becomes more wicked and diabolical. The Catholic Church 
alone is right in this regard, by teaching that the ember of inor- 
dinate desires, in consequence of original sin, lies imbedded in 
man from the very beginning, and that the smouldering fire must 
be kept down and extinguished. Opportunity and enlightenment 
cause the smouldering ember to blaze up and turn into a confla- 
gration, a habit, which can no longer be checked by natural means. 

The Church alone possesses the effectual antidote against this 
sin, the Church has the means for extinguishing this fire of con- 
cupiscence: itis Holy Communion, frequent, even daily Commun- 
ion which counteracts the power and spreading of this sin. The 
adorable Sacrament isthe great preventative given by God against 
the outbreak of the flame which is liable to set on fire the entire 
human race. Holy Communion, in a word, preserves.the child’s 
innocence, and in connection with confession, again raises up 
those who have fallen, and it is the best remedy to insure com- 
plete restoration. Pius X. is right when he says, ‘‘Lead the 
children to Christ!’’ Today more than ever, is the public school 
corrupted, the family life falling into ruin, the poison of this 
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pestilence in the air; what, then, can save the child? The 
ancient laws of the Church must again go into effect, Christ Him- 
self must take the child and protect it—it is an article of faith that 
Holy Communion produces its effect ex opere operato, that is, 
through Christ Himself—for who else will or can protect and save 
the youthful soul ? 

Go-laborers of the Vicar of Christ. 

We, Catholics, must return again entirely to Catholic prin- 
ciples, doctrines and practices, then only will God assist us. 
Away with that Catholicism which wants to serve God and self, 
which is an abomination to God, Who says, ‘“‘Because thou art 
lukewarm, I will begin to vomit thee out of My mouth.’’ True 
Catholicity consists essentially in saving and gaining souls as Christ 
Himself came to save souls and to found and propagate God’s 
kingdom. 

By putting the decrees of the pope regarding Holy Commun- 
ion into practice, we truly become co-laborers of the Vicar of 
Christ. This concerns not only the clergy, but parents as well, 
to whom God has given the duty of bringing up their children. 
If they request baptism for their children, they must also request 
food for them, that is, Holy Communion. 


Dispute of a City Pastor with a Theologian. 


A number of years ago a Doctor of Theology remarked to 
to the late Father Jurt, pastor of St. Clara’s church, Basel, 
that he considered it necessary for children to be well instructed 
before being admitted to first Communion, in order that they 
understand what they are doing. 

The experienced pastor replied: ‘‘Well, well, my dear pro- 
fessor, there you are missing it again. Do you think children 
receive Holy Communion because they are well instructed, or 
because of the graces imparted to them in Holy Communion? 
Do you think that children of fifteen years comprehend the mys- 
tery of our Lord’s presence better, than those of seven or ten 
years? Oh, no! Onthe contrary, the more innocent and pure 
a soul is, the more lively the faith, the better the disposition for 
receiving our Savior. Were it depending on me I would admit 
children to Holy Communion at the age of seven years. What 
are our Lord’s words? ‘Suffer little children to come unto Me, 
and forbid them not!’ Why should the little ones be forbidden 
to go to our Lord and receive Him into their hearts?’’ Thus spoke 
a zealous pastor years before the issuing of the Papal decrees. 
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Now, if this pastor who had charge of souls in a large city, 
who often had occasion to bewail the spiritual misery of so many 
children,—if this noble priest with all his manifold experiences 
spoke thus, then certainly every pastor ought to be deeply grate- 
ful to the Holy Father for his decree, and say with the Divine 
Friend of children, ‘‘Suffer the little children to come unto Me and 
forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven’’ (Markx. 14). 

Let us, therefore, advocate frequent and daily Communion 
as the Holy Father wishes. The priest who preaches about 
frequent Communion with patience and perseverance, in season 
or out of season, whether opportune or inopportune, will be 
crowned with success. Often it has happened when frequent 
Communion was explained in the sense the Holy Father wishes 
it interpreted, people presented themselves of their own accord 
for frequent Communion, because they felt the great necessity 
for this life-giving food. 


A Martyr of the Blessed Sacrament. 





}N the year of 18.., during the Easter season, a young Jesuit, 
Rev. Arthur S., was sent by his Superiors to assist an old 
priest in a village of the Sabine mountains. In those days, 
this district was greatly harassed by hordes of banditti. 
This young religious had formerly been a protestant, but one day 
witnessing a Corpus Christi procession in Livorno, a beautiful 
city of Tuscany, and touched by the grace of God like Saul on his 
way to Damascus, he was converted to Catholicity, and some time 
later on entered the Society of Jesus. Since his conversion he | 
had always felt extraordinary devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, 
and his favorite resort while on his mission, was the little country 
church beside the parish house. 

One night the pastor was summoned on a sick call. The 
Jesuit Father, awaiting his return, stood at the window gazing at 
the star-lit heavens, and was enraptured by the beauty of the Italian 
skies. All was silent and serene. At length his eyes rested on 
the little church near by, and his priestly, apostolic heart fervent- 
ly adored his Divine Lord, Whose love keeps Him a prisoner in 
the tabernacle, and he almost envied the little sanctuary lamp 
which threw its soft light through the windows. 

Suddenly he saw a shadow moving through the sacred place, 
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and hastening to the church, he found the door unlocked. He 
was seized with terror, for he saw two burglars about to rob the 
tabernacle of its precious ciborium. What was to be done? He 
remembered that the spade used for burials stood in the vestibule 
and the thought came to his mind to strike down the perpetrators. 
But, no, the hand that touches the Bread of life, should not be 
desecrated by attacking these criminals. Silently he approached 
the sanctuary, and ere the evil-doers had discovered him, he was 
at their side and quickly seized the ciborium. 

In their first fright, the burglars intended to make their es- 
cape, but seeing only one opponent, they were not willing to sur- 
render their precious booty so easily. They fell upon the priest 
and tried to snatch the sacred vessel from him. But the servant of 
God pressing the ciborium to his breast his arms resting on the 
altar, he shielded the Most Holy with his body, and regardless of 
the blows of the two criminals he neither moved nor wavered. 
Thereupon, one of them took the crowbar they had used to break 
in the door, and struck it on the head of the heroic priest. The 
latter sank to the floor still holding the divine treasure with super- 
human strength. “‘Help me, O my God,”’ he prayed, “‘my 
strength is leaving me!’’ 

At the same moment the pastor and sacristan returned from the 
sick call, and with two other men who had escorted them on their 
way home, entered the church. The burglars took to flight; but 
what a scene presented itself to the aged priest and hiscompanions ! 

At the foot of the altar, his life almost extinct, lay the young 
Jesuit, whom they had left in perfect health, scarcely an hour 
before. From a gaping wound in his head blood was oozing forth, 
and his ice cold hands were pressing to his heart the ciborium all 
covered with blood. A ray of heavenly joy beamed from his eyes 
as he yielded it to the pastor, who was overcome with emotion. 

“‘Weep not, my dear friend,’’ said the dying priest affection- 
ately, ‘‘the most ardent desire of my life is accomplished. I die 
for my God, Who for our sake has made Himself a captive in the 
tabernacle.’’ 

Assistance was hastily summoned, but soon the features of 
the pious religious showed that death wasimminent. At the foot 
of the altar, he received as Viaticum the same God Who there offers 
Himself for us as a sacrifice of love, and before the first rays of 
the sun announced the break of. a new day, the glorious martyr 
beheld unveiled in heavenly splendor, Him, Whom on earth he 
had loved so tenderly. 
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Che Force of Example. 





The well-known Belgian Captain, Henry Belletable, had 
great devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and was a zealous com- 
municant. At times he received Holy Communion daily and with 
what edifying devotion! Slowly he approached the sacred table 
and returned to his place, his hands folded devoutly upon his 
breast, his eyes cast down and his head slightly inclined. He 
was evidently entirely absorbed in God, Whom he had just re- 
ceived into his heart. 

One day, when he had received Holy Communion in Saint 
Peter’s church at Ghent, and had spent a long time in thanks- 
giving, an unknown person came up to him as he left the church 
and said, ‘‘I have been greatly edified by your devotion, Captain. 
The beautiful example you have just given, has touched me 
deeply. You have saved me; I shall change my life at once.’’ 
And the man kept his word. It had been ten years since he had 
approached the sacraments —the unfeigned piety of the captain 
had brought about his conversion. 


Little Nellie of Holy God. 





S| ITTLE Nellie, whose life is here briefly related, was a very 
extraordinary child. Sickly even from infancy, slightly 
crippled and almost always suffering since the age of 
three years, she was illumined by God in a wonderful 
degree. She felt herself attracted in a special manner to the most 
Blessed Sacrament of the altar; she used to ask the nurse to bring 
her to chapel and there she would remain enraptured for a long 
time in the presence of ‘‘Holy God,’’ as she called the Savior. 
When it became impossible to bring her to chapel, she asked the 
nurse to come to her every morning after Holy Communion to 
kiss her. 

Yielding to her ardent desire to receive ‘‘Holy God,’’:the 
bishop permitted her to receive her first Holy Communion, and 
she received thirty-two times before her death. After having 
communicated she remained several hours absorbed in prayer, 
and when the nurse asked her what she was doing, she replied 
that she was speaking to Holy God. She received her first Holy 
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Communion on the first Friday, Dec. 6, 1907. Her death took 
place on Feb. 2, 1908. Little Nellie of Holy God lived but four 
years, five months, and eight days. 


Ker Parents. 

Little Nellie of Holy God was born in Waterford, Ireland, 
Aug. 24, 1903. The parents of this saintly child were William 
Horgan and Mary Aherne, humble Catholic folk, poor in worldly 
wealth, but rich in the gift of faith and Christian virtue. In 
1907 the pious mother died, and the Sisters of the Good Shep- 
herd, at Sundays Well, took charge of the two smallest girls, Marie 
and Nellie. On the 11th of May, 1907, the two little sisters were 
brought to the convent, and as they were suffering from whooping 
cough, were placed in the district hospital for a period of ten weeks. 


Little Nellie Possessed Some Hidden Charm. 

The winning childish ways of little Nellie soon made her a 
universal favorite. She seemed to possess some hidden charm; 
children and Sisters alike were conscious of some secret attraction. 
Nellie was an exceptionally intelligent child, affectionate and 
generous. As her spinal column was badly curved, it caused 
her intense pain to remain seated; nevertheless the little sufferer 
did not complain, and frequently endeavored to suppress her 
tears. It was only, when the girl, who slept next to Nellie in the 
dormitory disclosed the fact that the child frequently wept the 
whole night, that it was understood how much the little one must 
have suffered. 

It was now arranged that Nellie should be transferred to the 
Sacred Heart infirmary where she could receive constant atten- 
tion. This infirmary is a little cottage standing on the convent 
grounds. Here the doctor examined her and found her little body 
seized with that dreadful disease, consumption, which had 
brought her mother to a premature grave. Ina few days she 
became worse and the doctor pronounced her recovery impossible. 


Little Nellie and the Holy Infant of Prague. 

While Nellie was still confined to bed, a little altar on which 
stood a statue of the Holy Infant of Prague, attracted her atten- 
tion. Nurse explained to her that the statue was an image of 
our Lord when He was a child. Immediately Nellie’s interest 
was aroused. Nurse narrated to her the story of the birth of 
Christ and His great love for us. The child listened with evident 
enthusiasm and ever afterwards she delighted in ‘‘De story of 
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Holy God when He was a little child.’’ When it was suggested 
to her to join in a novena in honor of the Holy Infant, that she 
might get better, she joyfully assented. At the conclusion of the 
novena a certain improvement was apparent and the little invalid 
was allowed up for a few hours daily. Nellie was much impressed 
by this answer to her prayers, and when shortly afterwards, nurse 
became ill, she called one of the senior girls and said to her, *‘Go 
an’ bring me Holy God and put Him on de chair near me; I want 
to ask Him to make mudder better, He made me better you know.”’ 

Thus began Nellie’s devotion to the Infant Jesus. Whenever 
she passed before a statue or picture of the Infant Savior, she 
stopped and asked for all she most desired. On one occasion she 
went to a statue of our Lady and the Divine Child and touching 
the globe, which He held in His hands she said, “‘If you gib’ me 
your ball, I’ll gib’ you my little shoeses.”’ 


Little Nellie’s Visits to the Rouse of Holy God. 


Sometimes nurse would make the Way of the Cross, holding 
Nellie in her arms, and the child would fix her earnest enquiring 
gaze on the different pictures of the Sacred Passion. Once, when 
nurse came to the picture of the crucifixion, Nellie became greatly 
agitated. 

‘‘Why am dey doin’ dat?’’ she asked shuddering. 

Nurse explained briefly that Holy God wished to suffer for 
our sins. 

“But why did Him allow ’em hurt Him?’ said the child; 
‘““Him could stop ’em.”’ 

Nurse took the child aside and explained to her as simply 
as possible, the goodness of Christ and all He had suffered in His 
Sacred Passion. Nellie listened with deep attention and when 
nurse had finished the story of Calvary, the child burst into tears, 
exclaiming between sobs, “‘Poor Holy God! Poor Holy God!”’ 


Little Nellie’s Tnstinct Concerning the Real Presence. 

Nellie had already grasped the idea, that God was present in 
the tabernacle. The mystery of the Real Presence seemed to 
have made a deep impression upon her young mind. Some extra- 
ordinary instinct concerning this Mystery seemed to develop in 
the infant mind. This wonderful instinct, discernment, or intui- 
tion caused no little amazement. The girl, who in the absence 
of nurse stayed with her, rose early every morning to hear Mass 
and receive Holy Communion. On one occasion she rose and 
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dressed at the usual hour, but either because she did not feel well 
or because she did not consider it prudent to leave the little pa- 
tient alone, she did not go to chapel, but remained in the kitchen 
of the cottage. When she returned to Nellie she was astonished 
to hear her say, ““You did not get Holy God today; I’ll tell mud- 
der on you.”’ 

The girl thought that perhaps the child had heard her moving 
about in the kitchen. Accordingly next time an idea occurred to 
her to test little Nellie. She went to the door of the cottage, 
opened the latch and closed the door again, thus giving the im- 
pression as she thought, that she had really gone to Mass. She 
then removed her boots and during Mass time moved about in 
the kitchen as little as possible. She looked quite unconcerned 
when she returned to Nellie’s room. The child, however, fixed 
her pensive eyes on the girl’s countenance, and then the same 
reproving words were spoken sadly. 

“You did not get Holy God today.”’ 

‘How do you know, lovely,’’ said the girl, ‘didn’t you hear 
me close the door?’’ 

‘‘No matter,’’ said the child, ‘I know you didn’t get Holy 
God.”’ 

The Lord Appears to Nellie. 

Little Nellie suffered keenly from her throat. The doctor 
who examined her, could, however, find nothing wrong. Some 
weeks later, nurse, while washing the little patients mouth with 
a disinfecting lotion, discovered that a tooth had become imbed- 
ded in the root of the tongue. It was a difficult matter to extract 
it. When at last they succeeded —we can imagine what pain it 
caused — Nellie said triumphantly, ‘“Now, mudder, didn’t I have 
a sore throat.’’ They marveled at the patience of the child who 
had never complained of the awful torture which she must have 
endured for weeks. 

Nellie was very fond of asking nurse many questions concern- 
ing spiritual things. Nurse often found it difficult to frame an 
answer to Nellie’s inquiries; she confessed that frequently she 
had to.ask the sisters for information. 

The child seemed to live in the presence of God in the high- 
est and truest sense, so intimately did she speak of ““‘Holy God,”’ 
and this wonderful intimacy increased according as her bodily 
health declined. 

One morning Sister Immaculate and nurse went together to 
visit the little patient, who had spent a very restless night. It 
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was then that the following extraordinary conversation took place : 

“‘How are you today, darling ?’’ asked the nurse. ‘‘I thought 
that you would have been with Holy God by this time.”’ 

“Oh no!’’ answered Nellie, “‘Holy God says I am not good 
enough to go yet.”’ 

*““‘What do you know about Holy God?’’ said the nurse. 

‘‘Him did come and stand dere,’’ replied the child pointing 
to the side of her cot, ‘‘and Him did say dat.”’ 

Nurse and Sister looked at each other in amazement. 

‘Where was He, Nellie?’’ asked the Sister. 

‘Dere,’’ she repeated confidently, pointing to the same spot. 

‘*And what was He like?’’ asked the Sister again. 

‘‘Like dat,’’ answered Nellie, crossing her hands upon her 
breast. 

Sister and nurse were naturally astounded at this revelation. 
Was it a childish fancy, or had God favored this little child, as 
He had favored other chosen souls? After much deliberation, 
they agreed that it would be more prudent not to mention the 
matter to any one, unless Nellie herself should speak of it again. 
We shall see that little Nellie, when on the threshold of eternity, 
solemnly repeated the story of this visit of Holy God. 


Little Nellie Receives Confirmation. 


For so young a child, little Nellie had made marvelous prog- 
ress in religious knowledge. She had learned by heart morning 
and evening prayers, the acts of faith, hope and charity, the 
principal mysteries of religion and much of the story of the life 
of Jesus. 

Her growth in holiness was even more remarkable. She 
manifested a wonderful devotion to the Passion of our Lord and 
whenever exhorted she endured, without a murmur or complaint, 
the most painful suffering in union with the suffering of our Lord. 
She kept a crucifix beside her bed, and when her suffering be- 
came almost unbearable, she would take it into her little hand, 
stare at it fixedly, and whisper, ‘‘Poor Holy God.’’ 

She prayed frequently during the day and her earnestness 
and recollection were most edifying. Her recital of the rosary 
was particularly edifying. She kissed each bead and recited the 
prayers slowly, distinctly and with a spirit of recollection most 
remarkable in one so young. 

‘One evening,’’ writes the Ven. Mother Superior, ‘‘while 
I was sitting beside her cot, I said to her, ‘Shall I talk to you, 
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baby, or shall I say the rosary?’ ‘Say your rosary, mudder,’ she 
answered. I had said only a few Hail Marys, when I heard her 
whisper, ‘Kneel down, mudder.’ I paid no attention and con- 
tinued to the end of the first decade, when she repeated in quite 


- a determined tone, ‘Kneel down, mudder.’ I had to finish the 


rosary on my knees.”’ 

The sisters were so impressed with the piety and knowledge 
of little Nellie that they were anxious that Confirmation might 
be administered to her. It was on the 8th of October, 1907, when 
Bishop O’Callaghan administered this holy sacrament, and from 
that time on, the most extraordinary graces were granted to 
little Nellie. (To be concluded.) 


Wonderful Effect of a Holy Communion. 





In 1870, there was in the military hospital of the Jesuit 
Fathers at Metz, a soldier who had been dangerously wounded, 
but could not be induced to go to confession, for, like many per- 
sons, he had the foolish idea, that if he received the last sacra- 
ments, there would be no hope of recovery. In the meantime 
his illness made rapid progress. The physicians held a consulta- 
tion, and their only hope to save the patient’s life was in amputating 
hisarm. Realizing his great danger, the soldier finally called for a 
priest, made his confession and received extreme unction. Short- 
ly afterwards, he fell into asound sleep. He was still sleeping 
when the time arrived for the serious operation, and without dis- 
turbing him, the doctor examined his wound. 

“What has happened to him ?’’ suddenly exclaimed the doctor 
in great astonishment; “‘what a wonderful change !’’ ‘‘This morn- 
ing he received Holy Communion,”’ replied the brother in charge. 
“Tell him, that he owes his life to this remedy.”’ 

Just then the sick man awoke, and heard what the physician 
had said. Deeply moved, and full of gratitude, the soldier now 
promised henceforth to receive Communion frequently, and he 
faithfully kept his word. Contrary to all expectations, he, who 
a short time previously seemed to be in the jaws of death, recov- 
ered completely and soon left the hospital restored to health. 
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To Meditate on the Bitter Passion of Our Lord 
Ts Most Pleasing to God. 


Blessed Albertus Magnus, Louis of Granada, Martin Cochem 
and others say, that a person who reflects with compassion, even 
for a short time, on the passion of Christ, merits more, than an- 
other, who without remembering our Lord’s sufferings, scourges 
himself unto blood, fasts upon bread and water, or recites the 
entire psalter. 

The saintly and learned Abbot Blosius writes: ‘““We are un- 
able to comprehend, what great fruit a person reaps, who humbly 
and with good will, reflects on the passion of Christ.’’ 

Tauler, one of the greatest ascetics of the middle ages says: 
““Once when a great servant of God asked our Lord what a man 
would merit, who exercised himself devoutly in meditating upon 
His passion, Christ answered, ‘By such meditation he merits :— 

1. To be cleansed from his sins. Mortal sins must be confessed. 

2. That all his negligences be made good by the merits of 
My suffering. 

3. To be strengthened so that he will not easily be overcome 
by his enemies. 

4. That My grace will be renewed in him, as often as he re- 
flects on My sufferings. 

5. That I refuse him nothing that is profitable, if he earn- 
estly ask for it. 

6. That I lead him to perfection before his death. 

7. That I assist him in his last hour, protect him against his 
enemies, and give him an assurance of salvation.’ ’’ 
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Jesus Hanging on the Cross.—His Death. 





According to the Revelations of Ven. Catherine Emmerich. 


] HE hour of our Lord was at last come; His death-struggle 
had commenced; a cold sweat overspread every limb. 
John stood at the foot of the cross, and wiped the feet of 
=| jesus with his scapular. Magdalen was crouched to the 
ground in a perfect frenzy of grief behind thecross. The Blessed 
Virgin stood between Jesus and the good thief, supported by 
Salome and Mary of Cleophas, with her eyes riveted on the coun- 
tenance of her dying Son. Jesus then said, “‘It is consummated,”’ 
and raising His head, cried out in a loud voice, “‘Father, into 
Thy hands I commend My spirit.’’ These words, which He ut- 
tered in a clear and thrilling tone, resounded through heaven and 
and earth; and a moment after, He bowed His head and gave up 
the ghost. Isaw His soul, under the appearance of a light shadow, 
penetrate the earth at the foot of the cross. John and the holy 
women fell prostrate on the ground. The centurion Abenadar 
had kept his eyes steadfastly fixed on the disfigured countenance 
of our Lord, and was perfectly overwhelmed by all that had taken 
place. 

When our Lord, before expiring, pronounced His last words 
in a loud tone, the earth trembled, and the rock of Calvary burst 
asunder, forming a deep chasm between the cross of our Lord 
and that of Gesmas. The voice of God —that solemn and terri- 
ble voice —had reechoed through the whole universe; it had 
broken the solemn silence which then pervaded all nature. All 
was accomplished. The soul of our Lord had left His body: His 
last cry had filled every breast with terror. The convulsed earth 
had paid homage to its Creator: the sword of grief had pierced 
the hearts of those who loved Him, This moment was the mo- 
ment of grace for Abenadar; his horse trembled under him; his 
heart was touched; it was rent like the hard rock; he threw his 
lance to a distance, struck his breast, and cried out, ‘“‘Blessed be 
the most High God, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob; 
indeed this Man was the Son of God!’’ His words convinced 
many among the soldiers, who followed his example, and were 
likewise converted. 

When Jesus the Lord of life and death, gave up His soul into 
the hands of His Father, and allowed death to take possession 
of His body, this sacred body trembled and turned white; the 




















countless wounds which were covered with congealed blood ap- 
peared like dark marks; His cheeks became more sunken, His nose 
more pointed, and His eyes, which were obscured with blood, re- 
mained but half open. He raised His weary head, which was 
still crowned with thorns, for a moment, and then dropped it again 
in agony of pain; while His parched and torn lips, only partially 
closed, showed His bloody and swollen tongue. At the moment 
of death His hands, which were at one time contracted round the 
nails, opened; His body became stiff, and the whole weight was 
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thrown upon the feet, His knees bent, and His feet twisted a 
little to one side. 

What words can, alas, express the deep grief of the Blessed 
Virgin? Her eyes closed, a death-like tint overspread her coun- 
tenance; unable to stand, she fell to the ground, but was soon 
lifted up, and supported by John, Magdalen, and the others. She 
looked once more upon her beloved Son— that Son Whom she 
had conceived by the Holy Ghost, the flesh of her flesh, the bone 
of her bone, the heart of her heart— hanging on a cross between 
two thieves; crucified, dishonored, contemned by those whom He 
came on earth to save; and well might she at this moment be 
termed ‘‘the Queen of Martyrs.”’ 


An Easy and Most Pleasing Devotion. 
The Way of the Cross. 





Do we all remember how holy and easy a manner of honor- 
ing our dear Saviour’s Passion it is to folllow the ‘“Way of the 
Cross,’’ or as we say, to make ‘“‘the Stations?’”’ How pleasing 
to our Lord this is, we may judge from His own words to St. 
Gertrude: ‘‘As they who handle flour cannot but be whitened by 
it, so no one, however imperfect his devotion may be, can occupy 
his mind with the Passion, without receiving some benefit.’’ And 
again: ‘‘However grievous the load of a man’s sins, he may take 
comfort in the hope of pardon, if he offer to God the Father My 
Passion and Death.”’ 

Moreover, the Church has granted to those who make the 
Stations of the cross, all the indulgences formerly granted to those 
who, in former times, went in devotion all the way to the Holy 
Land, and venerated the very spots on which our Savior suffered. 

It is very easy to makethe Stations. Only one thing is re- 
quired : to think about our Lord's sufferings as we visit each of 
of the fourteen Stations in turn. Weare not obliged to stay long 
at them. No prayers are enjoined; only to think of His suffer- 
ings. And when the pictures are actually before our eyes, this° 
certainly is not difficult. 

And yet, how greatly neglected is this easiest and most prof- 
itable devotion. 
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The Precious Blood. 





If one could but count the drops of blood our Savior shed 
during His passion. And why? Because every drop was of price- 
less value, each particular one could have redeemed a world. 
And yet so lightly do we consider, so seldom do we reflect on the 
infinite merit of every drop of His precious blood, that our souls 
become crystallized, one may say, in their own indifference.—Drop 
by drop it flowed. The garden was bedewed with it. From the hall 
of Pilate to the height of Calvary, from the crown of thorns to 
the dull thud of the cruel nails, from the sweat in Gethsemane to 
the sword-thrust, after all was over, it arose, a cry of sacrifice, a 
clean oblation whose holocaust pierced the heavens. 

If the souls in purgatory had but our opportunities in the use 
and offering of the precious blood, how speedily would they be 
purified by it! For them that time is past, but it is in our power 
to offer it upon the altar of supplication for their sore necessities; 
through its wonderful virtue to shorten the time of their suffering 
and probation. Perhaps many a poor soul, through our inter- 
cession, will have taken its place before the throne of God, clad in 
garments made white and shining in the stream of the precious 
blood. 


Rosaries in Fine Imitation Cut Stone. 


On Rolled Gold Chain. 


Mother of Pearl Beads, 15 in. Roman Finish, $1.00 
Crystal, Sapphire and Rosestone Rosaries, Roman Finish, length 
15 in., 5 year guarantee, $1.00 
Amethyst, Garnet and Jet, large beads, suitable for elderly 
persons, Roman Finish, length 19 in., 5 year gaurantee $1.50 
Sapphire, Crystal, Opal, Amethyst, Garnet and Jet, Bright 
Finish, length 15 in., 10 year gaurantee $1.75 
Mother of Pearl Beads, Bright Finish, length 19 in., 10 year 
gaurantee $2.00 
Jet, Garnet, Amethyst and Sapphire, length 15 in., 20 year 
gaurantee $2.50 
Well-chained cocoa rosaries, small beads, with and without 
chain between each bead at 25 cts. Medium size 40 and 50 cts. 
Large beads 60 cts. 
Small crucifixes 30 and 40 cts. Hanging crucifixes, 7 in. in 
length 50 cts.; 11 in. $1.00 
All these rosaries, if paid for in advance, will be enriched with the 
Dominican, Crosier, and Papal indulgences, and the crosses with the in- 
dulgences of the Way of the Cross, and the indulgence for the dying. 
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Che Happy Lay-brother. 





Prayer is sanctified by meditation and no prayer is perfect 
without it. Meditation should accompany prayer, otherwise 
there is danger that it be performed only with the lips. Father 
Wolfgang, of the order of St. Augustine, in 1694, relates the fol- 
lowing consoling incident concerning the efficacy of prayer in 
honor of the bitter death of our Lord on the cross :— 

Th Prior of a certain monastery had on one occasion, four 
years previously, accompanied some newly arrived guests to 
table, when suddenly he was so overcome with drowsiness that 
he thought he would die were he any longer to resist the demands 
of nature. He, therefore, retired to his cell. 

As soon as he had fallen asleep, he saw a lay-brother of his 
monastery standing before him, who said, ‘‘Father, with your 
blessing and permission I am going to start on a journey.’’ The 
Superior asked him where he intended to go. Heanswered, “Iam 
going to God, for I have just now died.’’ The Prior replied, 
“Even a great many perfect and holy men must be cleansed by 
the fire of purgatory, and you mean to say that you can obtain 
God without enduring the torments of purgatory ?’’ The brother 
meekly and humbly replied, “‘My Father, it has been my custom 
all during life, whenever passing before a crucifix, to meditate on 
the sufferings of Christ, and to say the following prayer devoutly : 
O Lord Jesus Christ, I ardently beseech Thee in virtue of the bit- 
ter anguish Thou didst endure for me while hanging on the cross, 
especially in Thy last agony when Thy soul was separated from 
its body, have mercy on me in my final struggle when my soul 
is about to depart from my body. Amen. Behold, the Lord has 
mercifully answered my prayer; the gates of heaven are open for 
me.”’ ‘How did you feel when you were dying?’’ asked the Prior. 
The brother replied, “‘Believe me, my Father, at the moment of 
my death, it seemed to me as though the world had turned into a 
stone which was pressing against my heart and separating it from 
my body.”’ 


The two pictures, ““Agony of our Lord,” and “Mother 
most Sorrowful,” on the first and last pages of our March 
issue are truly touching. What grief and anguish is de- 
picted on the countenance of the Mother of God. These 
pictures are beautiful ornaments for a bedroom. 

In fine photo-tone, size 15 x 21 in.; price of the two pict- 
ures together, 50 cents. 
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For the Feast of the Annunciation. 





E can truly call the feast of the Annunciation the great- 
est feast of the Blessed Virgin, the feast of all her 
feasts. Through this very Mystery she was exalted 

to the greatest dignity possible, to be the worthy 

Mother of God. Could God do more for her? No, indeed not. 

Therefore do all the children of Mary on this day venerate the 

holy Virgin with all possible devotion and loving affection. They 

rejoice with Mary and give thanks to God for thus exalting her 
to the highest dignity. 

Regarding this Mystery the following revelation was made 
to St. Bridget by an angel : — 

“‘Oh, how chastely, without the codperation of man, the 
Eternal Father commended His Son to the Virgin when she said, 
‘Be it done unto me according to thy word!’ For at that same 
instant, Divinity became united with humanity in the womb of 
the Virgin, and the Son of God the Father became the Son of 
the Blessed Virgin. 

‘‘Oh, most beautiful, most worthy union! Here on earth 
the Son of God dwelt in the womb of the Virgin, but in heaven 
He dwells in the most Blessed Trinity, although in His almighty 
power, He is omnipresent. The Blessed Virgin was filled with 
the Holy Spirit in soul and body, and the Holy Ghost and the 
Father was likewise in the Incarnate Son. This Son of God had 
His dwelling not only beneath the heart of the Virgin, in this 
world, but also in the Father and Holy Ghost in heaven. The 
Father, together with the Holy Ghost, dwelt in heaven, and at 
the same time dwelt in the Incarnate Son in the world, however, 
the Son only assumed human nature. Although He concealed 
His divinity from human eyes, nevertheless, to His angels, in His 
heavenly abode, He always revealed His Godhead. Let us re- 
joice, therefore, on account of the inexpressible union which was 
accomplished in the Blessed Virgin, whereby the Son of God 
assumed human nature from her flesh and blood, and Divinity 
united itself with humanity, and true humanity with Divinity. In 
this most delightful union, neither is the Son’s divinity dimin- 
ished, nor the Mother’s virginity violated... .. Therefore, this 
chosen Mother is aptly compared with the burning bush seen by 
Moses, which was not consumed.”’ 

Baptista Verana, of the Order of St. Francis, once on the 
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feast of the Annunciation, listened with wrapt attention to a 
sermon. Hearing of the love which Mary experienced in the 
Incarnation, she was deeply moved, and vowed before an image 
of the Mother of God, to preserve her senses pure and spotless, 
if she would obtain but a spark of that love which had inflamed 
the heart of the Blessed Virgin. She continued petitioning for 
this favor all through the night, and obtained from the Blessed 
Virgin the grace she so much desired. 

Godfrey of Kortebeke, a Cistercian monk of the monastery 
of Villiers in Brabant, was in the choir the night preceding the 
feast of the Annunciation, singing hymns of praise to Jesus and 
His Blessed Mother. While meditating, in silent adoration, on 
the mystery of the Incarnation, he saw the Blessed Virgin in the 
choir, consoling and refreshing his brethren. Then he beheld 
her pass out through the door. Ravished with her charm and 
beauty, Godfrey was about to follow her; Mary, however, turning 
round, said to him, ‘Return to your brethren, and do not follow 
me now, for within a short time, you will follow me for always.”’ 
Soon after, Godfrey died a happy death. 

While Maria Vela, a saintly religious, was this day meditat- 
ing on the eminent dignity of the Blessed Virgin as Mother of 
God, our Lord appeared to her and said, ‘‘In future thou shalt 
be My spouse indissolubly, and in a different manner than until 
now, for this is the desire of My Blessed Mother.’”’ 

St. Aloysius Gonzaga, at the age of nine years, made a vow 
of perpetual chastity before a picture of the Annunciation. And 
our Blessed Lady always preserved him in such purity, that, ac- 
cording to the acts of his canonization, he never experienced the 
sting of the flesh or ever had an impure thought. 


FOR EXTENSIVE CIRCULATION 


A booklet of 32 pages entitled 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 
According to the 
True Doctrine of the Church 
Written in plain, simple language. Excellent for extensive 
circulation. Single copy 5 cts.; 10 copies 30 cts.; 100 copies $2.50, 
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St. Joseph’s Exalted Position. 


His Position in the Plan of the Incarnation. 
m) ROM all eternity God had decreed that His divine Son 
| should become man, and that Mary should be the Mother 
of Jesus, and Joseph, the virginal spouse of this Mother, 
= “should be His foster-father. The eternal, all-wise decrees 
a God had thus ordained, and man must submit to the ordinance 
of God. 

God willed St. Joseph to be the spouse of the Mother of 
God; he was thereby exalted above men and angels in such a 
manner that no one is equal to him, and he belongs to an order 
higher than that of the angels and saints. His relation to Jesus 
and to Mary conferred on him an office most sublime, a mission 
that no saint ever received. This mission of St. Joseph was di- 
rectly connected with the mystery of the Incarnation while the 
mission of St. John and the Apostles and of the greatest saints 
was concerned only with the salvation of souls, the fruit of the 
Incarnation. St. Joseph, therefore, occupies the first place after 
Mary in the plan of redemption. The veneration we render him 
is called Protodulia, the first after the veneration to Mary, whilst 
the veneration to Mary is called Hyperdulia, a veneration by far 
surpassing that given to any saint or angel. The devotion to St. 
Joseph consequently ranks higher than the devotion to all angels 
and saints, and is more pleasing to God. 


$t. Joseph’s Position in the Church. 

What is the position of St. Joseph in regard to the Church 
and its individual members? Christ is the life of the Church 
which forms His mystical body, and of the individual members 
thereof; as St. Paul says, ‘‘Our life is Jesus Christ.’ From 
eternity God had chosen Mary, not only as the Mother of the 
natural body of the Son of God, but also as the Mother of His 
mystical body, the Church, and of each of its members. Mary 
is, therefore, as we pray in the litany of Loretto, the ‘‘Cause of 
our joy,’’ the true Mother of each person’s supernatural life. She 
is truly the Mother of the life of Christ in us and in the Church. 

Now, as St. Joseph filled his special, active mission in the 
mystery of the Incarnation as the protector and foster-father of 
Jesus Christ, so God appointed him for the same office in the 
Church, the mystical body of Christ, and for every individual 
member thereof. He is, according to the will of God, the active 
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protector of Christ’s body, the Church, and of its members. As 
St. Joseph was the foster-father of our Lord, and supported Him 
by the work of his hands, so by his powerful intercession in heaven 
at the throne of God, he is the foster-father of the Church and of 
every Christian. As St. Joseph rescued the Infant Savior from 
the hands of Herod and protected Him in Egypt, so is he, even 
now, in union with the angels the powerful patron of the Church 
and the faithful, and rescues and protects them in dangers, in 
time of need and persecution. 

After Mary, St. Joseph also holds the first place in protecting 
the Church and its members, and in this regard also, the first 
veneration, the Protodulia, which comes before the devotion to 
St. Michael and the Apostles, is due to him. 

The same holds true of Christian families; because Christ is 
their life, Mary is their Mother, and St. Joseph their first foster- 
father and patron, and after Mary, therefore, St. Joseph deserves 
to be venerated by the Christian family and Christian society in 
the first place before all angels and saints. 

This is the dogmatic foundation of devotion to St. Joseph; 
God Himself has thus ordained. Should we then still hesitate? 
No; let us practice devotion to St. Joseph with firm faith and 
unshaken confidence in his power and goodness as well as in the 
office with which God entrusted him for the welfare of Christianity 
and for our salvation. 

Ite ad Joseph ! — Go to Joseph! 


Prophetic Words Regarding $t. Joseph, 
from the 16th Century. 





A pious Dominican of the 16th century, Isidore of Isolanis, 
who cherished great devotion to St. Joseph, wrote a very learned 
book in his honor, entitled “‘Summary of St. Joseph’’, which he 
dedicated to Pope Adrian VI. It was the first work that treated 
in detail and from every point of view on this subject. This book 
distinctly prophesied the great devotion to St. Joseph in our days. 
One passage says : ““The Lord his God is with him, and the sound 
of the victory of the king in him’ (Num. 23, 21). ‘““These 
words,’”’ says the author, “‘signify the rejoicing which will once 
break out in the Church militant and the sound of victory which 

















! 


Go to Joseph 


ad Joseph! 


Ite 











Tabernacle and Purgatory. 247 


will be heard therein when the faithful recognize the sanctity of 
St. Joseph. For the Holy Ghost will not cease to incite the 
hearts of the Christian people, until the whole kingdom of the 
Church militant, full of joy, will impart a new lustre to the ven- 
eration of St. Joseph who is so near to God. The Lord will let 
his light shine, He will lift the veil, and great men will search out 
the interior gifts of God that are hidden in St. Joseph; they will 
find in him a priceless treasure, the like of which they had never 
found in saints of the Old or the New Testament. We are in- 
clined to believe that towards the end of time God will overwhelm 
St. Joseph with glorious honors. If in the past ages during the 
storms of persecution these honors could not be shown to St. Joseph 
we must conclude that they have been reserved for later times. 
The feast of St. Joseph will in some future time be celebrated as 
one of the greatest feasts. The Vicar of Christ, inspired by the 
Holy Ghost, will order this feast to be celebrated in the Universal 
Church.’’ Thus wrote this pious Dominican in the 16th century. 

Are not these words clearly prophetic, the most intelligible 
announcement that the devotion to St. Joseph would increase 
most wonderfully, and that the marvelous mysteries of grace 
found in him would be recognized? 

In the year 1870, the prophetic words of Isidore were literally 
fulfilled. Pius IX., the great Pope of Mary, placed a new gem 
also in the lustrous crown of St. Joseph. Ina decree of December 
8th, 1870, he appointed St. Joseph the Patron of the Universal 
Church and ordered the invocation of his name, and that his feast 
be celebrated as one of the first class all over the world. And our 
present Holy Father, Pius X., raised the feast of the Patronage 
of St. Joseph to the dignity of a feast with an octave. 

Let us heed the exhortation of the Church, and zealously ven- 
erate St. Joseph; he is a powerful patron and protector in every 
state of life. 


Notice :—We have recently received a number of letters containing 
subscriptions, but without any name or address. In such cases it is absolutely 
impossible to credit the payment of the proper party, or to make inquiries 
regarding same. We earnestly beg our readers, therefore, always to enclose 
their full address when writing. If you have changed your address since 
receiving our booklet, do not fail to give both your old and new address. 





Tabernacle and Purgatory. 
St. Joseph Escorts Five Virgins to the Convent. 


=)T. Joseph, the virginal spouse of Mary, who in purity sur- 
passes the highest seraph, has the special privilege to 
protect pure and virginal souls in time of danger, if they 
take refuge to him and are his faithful clients. This truth 

is verified by the following true story. 

On May 25, 1847, five virtuous maidens left their home in 
France, intending to enter a convent in Italy. At that time many 
parts of that country were infested by bands of robbers. The 
young girls were, therefore, filled with fear and anxiety on account 
of their long journey; they prayed fervently to St. Joseph to help 
them, and after making a novena in his honor and placing their 
trust in his protection, they bade farewell to home and friends. 

Having proceeded without difficulty as far as Milan they 
stopped over a day. The next morning they went to the station 
where stage-coaches were awaiting travelers. Not being able to 
' speak Italian, the girls inquired of the coachmen in French which 
coach they were to take. But the latter not understanding 
French, became angry and began to curse. The poor girls were 
now in great trouble as no one understood what they said, and the 
vehicles were already starting off. They begged God to come to 
their assistance, and looked around whether they could not discover 
some one to whom they could explain their situation, when all at 
once they noticed a venerable old man, with his cloak thrown 
across his arm and carrying a cane, coming from the other side of 
the nearest coach. Approaching politely he asked in French, the 
reason oftheir distress. Encouraged by his kindness they explained 
to him their unfortunate situation. After listening to their troub- 
les, the old man said kindly, “‘Do not be alarmed, I will accompany 
you; we will travel together, for I am going to the same place; 
this is our coach.’’ In the vehicle he pointed out, sat a frightful, 
horrid looking man who had witnessed the anxiety of the girls, 
who were seized with fear as they supposed they would be obliged 
to travel in his company. But scarcely had the stranger begun 
to speak to the girls, when the ugly looking man threw a fierce 
glance at them, slowly stepped down from the carriage and disap- 
peared. Thereupon their escort occupied his place, and they 
traveled on together. 

T Come from No Country. 

During the journey the girls were entertained by the edifying 

conversation of the venerable old man, who encouraged them to be 
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cheerful and happy. When speaking of the convent they intend- 
ed to enter, he said, “‘I am well acquainted at that place, there 
is much good being done there. I also know the Superior, not 
personally, but only from reputation, for her work is very pleasing 
to God.’’ Whenone of them asked him from what country he had 
come, he replied, “‘I come from no country, or rather I come 
from all countries, know all languages, and daily sustain many 
laborers.’’ , 

During the journey which lasted twenty eight hours, they 
changed coaches twice during the day and once at night. At every 
stop their charitable guide took them to a hotel to rest; he told 
them to wait there without fear until he should return, and when 
leaving he always left his cloak in theircharge. Inthe meantime 
having made arrangements for some refreshment, he returned and 
in due time took them to the next station. 


Chey Never Saw Him Eat or Drink. 

The girls declared that they never saw him eat or drink; 
neither would he accept anything they offered him. During the 
long and fatiguing journey, one of the girls became ill, but no 
sooner had the good old man let her use a smelling-bottle which 
he carried with him when she immediately recovered. Finally 
when they arrived at the last station he bade them farewell, ex- 
pressing the hope that they would always be happy and persevere, 
and assuring them that he would always remember them. 

On arriving at the convent, they related their experience to 
the Superior and to the rest of the community, and all agreed 
that the mysterious stranger who had accompanied them on their 
journey must have been St. Joseph. Some years afterin the 
month of March and during a novena to St. Joseph, when one of 
the postulants was invested with the holy habit, more than ever 
did she feel a fervent love and gratitude to St. Joseph, and it 
seemed as though a voice told her that the stranger who had 
protected them on their journey had been none other than dear 
St. Joseph. 

Next to the Blessed Virgin Mary, there is no saint who ren- 
ders assistance so promptly, and in so remarkable a manner as 
St. Joseph. Yes, it frequently happens that St. Joseph aids us 
more speedily even than the Blessed Virgin, and probably be- 
cause the Queen of heaven desires that we have recourse to her 
faithful spouse. Mary herself has advised some of the saints to 
choose St. Joseph for their special patron. 
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Oh, that all virginal souls would call upon St. Joseph for the 
protection or restoration of their chastity. 


St. Joseph and the Godless Commune. 


N 1871, Paris was in the hands of the godless ‘“Commune,”’’ 

a confederacy of infidel and lawless men chiefly from the 

lower classes, given to every vice and crime. During this 

frightful season, while the city was a vast scene of robbery 

and bloodshed, and the most magnificent buildings were laid in 

ruins and ashes,—these blood-thirsty mobs also penetrated into 

the convent of Sacré Coeur, to rob it of what money or valuables 
they could find. 

The Superior of the convent, expecting a visit from the in- 
vaders, had placed the money for the current expenses together 
with notes and papers into a certain room, so that when the rob- 
bers appeared, a person to whom these valuables had been en- 
trusted, could take them to a place of safety. She had informed 
the portress of this plan, but the latter, either having misunder- 
stood the directions given her, or in her excitement not knowing 
what she was doing, conducted the robbers directly into this par- 
ticular room. As soon as they caught sight of the money, they 
exclaimed, ‘‘Ha, Ha! that’s exactly what we want!’’ and im- 
mediately took possession of it. Then they asked for the Supe- 
rior and wished her to show them through the convent. 

Trembling and frightened, the Superior came to comply with 
their request, and while praying interiorly to St. Joseph she ac- 
companied them through the various apartments. The painful 
search being ended, she offered the scoundrels a refreshment of 
wine which was very acceptable to them. When they had 
finished, to her great astonishment they threw the money back 
again on the table, saying, ‘“We don’t want your money;’’ the 
papers, however, they kept. As soon as they were gone, the 
Superior told St. Joseph in all simplicity that she was certainly 
very grateful to him for the money, but the papers were a great 
deal more valuable to her, and she earnestly petitioned him to 
help her recover them; when, lo, the robbers who were already 
on the street, returned and throwing the papers in at the open 
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door, called out, “‘Here are your papers too!’’ It was evident, 
St. Joseph had given his aid in this necessity. 


The Sum of 1500 Francs. 


The person who narrated this wonderful occurence, gives 
another example of the power of St Joseph. She writes :— 

Father Basin, who gave a retreat at Rennes, France, per- 
sonally experienced, fourteen months ago, what I am about to 
relate.—A heavy debt, which had to be paid in installments, was 
resting on the building occupied bya community of sisters. Within 
a few days, 1500 francs were due, and the Superior had but thir- 
ty-five sous (less than two francs) on hand. The community 
prayed to St. Joseph to help them in their great distress. The 
malicious owner of the building rejoiced that he could drive the 
nuns from the house in disgrace, if the full amount that was due 
was not paid on the day appointed. Being informed of the pro- 
prietor’s intention, the sisters prayed with still greater fervor and 
confidence to St. Joseph. 

On the eve of the expiration of the term, a man called on 
Father Basin and handed him some money, at the same time re- 
questing him to take it to the sisters, as he had promised another 
man that immediately after his death this money would be deliv- 
ered to the convent. Father Basin knew nothing of the com- 
munity’s straitened circumstances, and brought the money there 
at once. He remarked to the Superior that he had not visited 
their convent for a long time, but took for granted that he was 
welcome as he brought some money, and was told the amount 
was 15o0francs. The Superior, beside herself with joy, exclaimed, 
‘A thousand thanks to St. Joseph who has come to our assistance in 
our great distress!’’ Thereupon she related their trouble to the 
priest. The package containing the money had not yet been 
opened. They counted the contents together, and found exactly 
1500 francs less thirty-five sous, which showed the good sisters that 
it was the work of St. Joseph. 


Oh, let us love St. Joseph and trust in his powerful inter- 
cession. 


Remark.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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St. Joseph Helps in a Grave Matter. 


ae) ISTER Antoinette, a Sister of Charity, of St. Louis’ Hospi- 
S | tal, Buenos Ayres, South America, writes as follows :— 


} Our good father, St. Joseph, who has obtained many fa- 

ME yors for us, continually assists us in various difficulties. I 

could recount many instances, but will mention only one wonder- 
ful occurrence. 

Destined by Divine Providence to give assistance to those in 
need, I frequently find under the roof of want and poverty, spir- 
itual misery which is incomparably greater. In the latter part 
of February, 1869, I found a poor woman who was seriously ill 
and in great poverty. I tried to relieve her pitiful condition as 
well as I could, and asked her how many children she had. “‘I 
have four,’’ she said, ‘“‘one is an apprentice and not earning any- 
thing; the second is in poor health, and the third is still small; 
but my eldest child, causes me intense grief. She deserted me 
when but twelve years of age after I had brought her up well. 
Now she is twenty-two, the mother of four children not yet bap- 
tized, and is living in a state of invalid and unchristian wedlock.”’ 

While the poor wonian was relating this sad story, I resolved 
to do all in my power to bring this unhappy daughter back to the 
path of duty. I immediately repaired to her dwelling, rapped at 
the door, but could gain no admittance. Disappointed in my at- 
tempt, yet not discouraged, I resolved to make another trial later. 

March, the month of St. Joseph having come, I set out once 
more, trusting in the intercession of this powerful advocate, and 
thousand thanks to St. Joseph he removed all obstacles and con- 
quered hell. Scarcely had I arrived at the unfortunate woman’s 
house, when the door was opened by a middle aged man who 
looked at me inquiringly. ‘I would like to speak a few words to 
your wife, if possible,’’ Isaid to him. He called his wife, and in 
a few moments a handsome, but timid looking woman came to 
the door. ‘‘What can I do for you, Sister?’’ she asked. Rec- 
ommending myself to God I immediately began, without any 
roundabout explanation, to inform her of the object of my visit. 
I told her that solicitude for her salvation and that of her family 
had brought mehere. ‘‘I was informed,’’ Icontinued, ‘“‘that your 
children are not baptized and that you are not living in the state 
of true matrimony. I have come to offer you a helping hand that 
you may extricate yourself from this sad condition which will 
positively precipitate you into eternal perdition.’’ The words 
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seemed to make a deep impression on the unfortunate woman. 
She turned pale and fora short time was speechless. Having 
regained ker composure, she said, ‘“‘If this is the case, my dear 
Sister, you are welcome; what you say is true. I, too, have long 
desired to free myself from this miserable state, and have been anx- 
ious for some kind hand to help me out of my misery, as I knew 
not which way to proceed. Daily I have prayed to St. Joseph: 
‘St. Joseph, patron of married people, rescue me from my un- 
fortunate position!’ He has certainly sent you.’’ 

The only remaining difficulty now was whether the husband 
could be induced to receive the sacrament of matrimony. But 
he consented without opposition. In less than three weeks, the 
woman, who had never yet been to confession, was instructed 
and prepared for the sacraments of penance and the Holy Eucha- 
rist, and a child, eight years of age, was also instructed for baptism. 
Before the end of March, the father, mother and children had 
been placed on the way of salvation. The mother frequently 
called on me to express her gratitude, and the whole family were 
henceforth good Christians. 


St. Thomas Aquinas and Friar Romanus. 


One day, when St. Thomas Aquinas was praying in the 
church of the Friars, at Naples, the pious friar Romanus, whom 
he had left in Paris, where he replaced him in the chair of Theol- 
ogy, suddenly appeared beside him. Thomas seeing him said, 

“Tam glad of thine arrival. But how long hast thou been 
here ?’’ 

Romanus answered, ‘I am now out of this world. Never- 
theless, I am permitted to come to thee, because of thy merit.’’ 

The Saint, alarmed at this reply, after a moment’s recollec- 
tion, said to the apparition, “‘I adjure thee, by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, tell me if my works are pleasing to God !”’ 

Romanus replied, ‘‘Persevere in the way in which thou art, 
and believe me what thou doest is agreeable unto God.’’ 

Thomas then asked in what state he found himself. ‘‘I enjoy 
eternal life,’ answered Romanus. ‘Nevertheless, for having 
carelessly executed one clause of a will which the Bishop of Paris 
gave me in charge, I underwent for fifteen days the pains of 
purgatory.’’ 
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St. Thomas again said, “‘You remind me that we often dis- 
cussed the question whether the knowledge acquired in this life 
remains in the soul after death. I pray you give me the solution 
thereof.’’ 

Romanus made answer, ‘‘Ask me not that. As for me, I 
am content with seeing my God.”’ 

*“Seest thou Him face to face ?’’ went on Thomas. 

‘‘Just as we have been taught,’’ replied Romanus, ‘‘and as 
I see thee.’’ 

With these words he left St. Thomas greatly consoled. 


For First Communicants. 
Golden Links. 


A new ideal Prayer Book for First Communicants. Its contents 
embraces all the ordinary daily prayers; 2 Mass devotions; 2 devotions 
for Confession and for Holy Communion; 11 Litanies; 63 short in- 
dulgenced prayers from the Raccolta, the Rosary, Way of the Cross, 
and other devotions. Size 4% x2%4 in. 347 pages. 

White celluloid binding, with beautiful chromo design, round 


corners, gilt edges, metal clasp $1.50 
Persian Calf, limp, round corners, gilt edges 1.20 
French Morocco, gilt edges -75 

Joy in God. 


A Vest pocket Manual. Something especially nice for boys. 
Size 444 x 2% in. 270 pages. 

German Calf, gilt edges $1.35 

Morocco Grain, gilt edges -75 


First Communion Prayer Book for Small Children. 
By Rev. P. J. Sloan. Small 32mo. Largetype. Size 4% x 3 in. 
With three half-tone illustrations. 132 pages. 
White leatherette, gold side and edges $0.25 


Imitation Cut Stone Rosaries. 
Pearl, Crystal, Jet, and Opal Beads, on rolled gold chain, Roman 
Finish, length 15 in., 5 year gaurantee, $1.00 and $1.50 
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“Ob, T Am Good for Nothing !’’ 





If a person is poor and old, or has lingered a long time with 
sickness, people are often heard to say, ‘‘It were better that our 
Lord called him to Himself, for he is not able to do any thing 
anymore.’’ And frequently such a poor creature has similar 
thoughts, either out of humility or ignorance, and sometimes we 
hear him say, ‘Oh, I am good for nothing!’’ Yet, perhaps no 
one in the house is so useful, prevents so much evil and brings 
so many blessings upon those around him, as this despised sick 
person by his prayers and patient suffering, for which he has 
more opportunities than those that are engrossed in labor. 

Never, then, look upon such an invalid inmate of the house, 
aged parents or grandparents, as worthless, as though they ate 
the bread of charity, while you, who are healthy and strong, are 
the ones who provide the bread. Remember that the good sea- 
sons for your crops, the strength in your members, the salvation 
of your soul does not depend on your efforts and exertions, but 
on God; and after all God is inclined to give His divine assistance 
and blessings in answer to earnest prayers and patient suffering, 
more readily than to your plowing, sowing, trading, or business 
ability. Alban Stolz. 


Al Protestant’s Qonversion. 





Rev. Father Bouvert of De Byans, on September 2oth, 1871, 
sent the following account to the Propagateur : — 

A protestant man, whose family were all Catholics, had lived 
in my parish for seventeen years, but could not be prevailed up- 
on to embrace the Catholic faith. Last August he fell seriously 
ill, and I was summoned to his bedside. Once more I gently 
urged him to become a child of the Church, but he answered 
decidedly, “‘No!’’ Then I told him that I was now going to offer 
up the sacrifice of the Mass and would pray for him. I also re- 
quested him to pray that the grace of God might enlighten him, 
and recommending him to the prayers of his family, went to church. 

Before beginning Mass, I invoked St. Joseph for this erring 
soul, and placed a lighted candle on St. Joseph’s altar. My 
prayer was answered. Upon returning to the patient, I found 
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him entirely changed. He now readily consented to renounce 
his errors and received the last sacraments with edifying devotion. 
There had been no time to lose, for twelve hours later he died. 
All praise to St. Joseph who brought joy and happiness to the 
dying man, to the priest and to the family of the deceased. 


Select Prayer Books. 


Golden Links. A new, ideal prayer book, suitable for all classes 
of Catholics, for young and old. Besides the usual Church Devo- 
tions, it contains only most excellent original prayers, not found in 
other prayer books. By a Benedictine Father of Conception Abbey, 
Conception, Mo. 

White celluloid binding, with beautiful chromo design, round 
corners, gilt edges, metal clasp. Size 44%x2% in. 347 pages $1.50 


Persian Calf, limp, round corners, gilt edges 1.20 
French Morocco, gilt edges, 75 
Morocco, red edges 65 


Joy in God. A handy “‘Vest Pocket Manual.” Contents simi- 
lar to Golden Links. Size 44%4x2% in. 270 pages 


German Calf, gilt edges $1.35 
Morocco Grain, gilt edges 75 
Morocco, red edges 65 


Gems of Prayers. A prayer book forall. Size 4% x 3% in. 
402 pages. Black leather binding, gilt edges, $0.80, $1.00, $1,50. 


Key of Heaven. A complete prayer book for general use. In 
leather binding, gilt edges, $1.00, $1.60. 


Manual of the Crucifixion. Compiled from approved sources. 
Type very large. Size 5x 3% in. 688 pages. 
American Seal, limp, round corners, gilt edges $1.25 


Devout Manual of the Holy Family. Medium large print. 
Size5x3%in. 406 pages. 

French Morocco, limp $1.00 

Persian Calf, limp, red under gold edges 1.25 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 
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Suitable First Communion Gifts 


Inspiring Words of the Bl. Cure of Ars 


A precious little work containing the beautiful instructions and 
exhortations of this holy priest. It well deserves a distinguished 
place in every Catholic family. Neatly bound $0.25 


German edition 30 
* & * 


Consoling Revelations 
Many a devout reader will derive the greatest spiritual benefit 
from the perusal of this book. It shows the value of prayer and of 
a good intention. Scarcely another book could be found that offers 
to the Christian heart so much that is consoling and encouraging, in 
so small a space. Bound in cloth $0.35 


The same in German .30 
* & * 


Every subscriber to our magazine 
TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


sending us ten cents, is entitled to the following two booklets, in 
either German or English: 


Conformity to the Will of God, 64 pages. 
Magnificence of the Love of God, 64 pages. 


* 


Fine Photo-tone Pictures 
Price within the reach of all 


The Last Supper 21 x 34 in. $0.50 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure 18 x 28” 35 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust 16 x 23” 25 
Sacred Heart of Jesus I9 x 25” 25 
Sacred Heart of Mary 19 xX 25” 25 
Death of St. Joseph 16x 25” 30 
The Holy Face 16x21” 30 
Ecce Homo 14x19” .20 
Agony of our Lord i6xaz” 25 
Mother Most Sorrowful 15 x21” 25 
Mother Most Amiable 16x 25” 35 
Mother Most Admirable Iox 17” 15 
Angel Guardian Ir x 21” 15 
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A Home Remedy. When the damp 
weather sets in, many people take cold and contract 
rheumatism, which frequently is very painful, and, be- 
sides, often prevents the sufferer from attending to his 
duties. We have a most effective remedy: 


“Santa Barbara Liniment,”’ 


which may be applied for rheumatism of this kind, with 
excellent results. 


During the last years we have received very many 
testimonials, expressing gratitude, and acknowledging 
the efficaciousness of this liniment. This remedy should 
be a home remedy, and ought always to be kept on 
hand, that it can be applied, when any member of the 
family has contracted rheumatism or neuralgia by 


a cold. 
Price per bottle, postpaid $1.00 
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HAVE YOU READ 


“FATHER PAUL OF MOLL” 
the marvellous “WONDER-WORKER” of our days? 

Do not fail to procure this most interesting as well 
as edifying book. Every page is a treasure and will be 
enjoyed and appreciated by every one. 

Handsomely printed and beautifully bound in blue 
cloth with gold stamping; five full page illustrations; 400 
pages. Sent prepaid to any address $1.00 

A copy of “FATHER PAUL OF MOLL” would make 
a most welcome gift. 
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Circulate Our Magazine. 


{ “Tabernacle and Purgatory” is published by the Benedic- 
tine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo., under the direction 
of their Rev. Spiritual Director. This periodical is especially 
intended to promote the honor and glory of the Holy Eucharist, 
a Mystery, which is truly our greatest treasure on earth, and 
which contains in itself all power, beauty and loveliness. 


‘| In our days, when mankind is animated with such eagerness to 
obtain temporal goods, it is necessary that better knowledge of 
the one true Good, Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament, be 
spread among the faithful, that the love for our Lord in the Tab- 
ernacle may be enkindled ever more and more. 


‘| Furthermore, our periodical shall often remind the reader of 
the sufferings of the poor souls, and encourage him to render them 
effectual assistance, by prayer, alms and other good works, but 
especially by Holy Communion and the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. 


| Whosoever aids in circulating this magazine, contributes to- 
wards enkindling a greater love for our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament. He also preforms an act of charity towards the holy 
souls in purgatory. 


{ “Tabernacle and Purgatory” is published in English and 
in German, eight times a year, at an annual subscription of 50 
cts.; Canada and foreign countries, 60 cts. The proceeds are 
applied to the beautifying and maintainance of the Adoration 
Chapel. 


] We give the following premiums until June 1, 1912, for new 
subscriptions paid in advance: 

For 3 new subscriptions, an English or German prayer book, cloth, 
red edges. 

For 5 new subscriptions, a gold chained rosary. 

For 8 new subscriptions, a copy of “Father Paul of Moll.” 


BENEDICTINE CONVENT, CLYDE, MO. 
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